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A middle class, Midwestern family in search of meaning uproot themselves and move to their ancestral
village in Croatia

"We can look at this in two ways," Jim wrote, always the pragmatist. "We can panic and scrap the whole
idea. Or we can take this as a sign. They're saying the economy is going to get worse before it gets better.
Maybe this is the kick in the pants we needed to do something completely different. There will always be an
excuse not to go…"

And that, friends, is how a typically sane middle-aged mother decided to drag her family back to a forlorn
mountain village in the backwoods of Croatia.

So begins the author's journey in Running Away to Home. Jen, her architect husband, Jim, and their two
children had been living the typical soccer- and ballet-practice life in the most Middle American of places:
Des Moines, Iowa. They overindulged themselves and their kids, and as a family they were losing one
another in the rush of work, school, and activities. One day, Jen and her husband looked at each other–both
holding their Starbucks coffee as they headed out to their SUV in the mall parking lot, while the kids
complained about the inferiority of the toys they just got–and asked themselves: "Is this the American
dream? Because if it is, it sort of sucks."

Jim and Jen had always dreamed of taking a family sabbatical in another country, so when they lost half their
savings in the stock-market crash, it seemed like just a crazy enough time to do it. High on wanderlust, they
left the troubled landscape of contemporary America for the Croatian mountain village of Mrkopalj, the land
of Jennifer's ancestors. It was a village that seemed hermetically sealed for the last one hundred years, with a
population of eight hundred (mostly drunken) residents and a herd of sheep milling around the post office.
For several months they lived like locals, from milking the neighbor's cows to eating roasted pig on a spit to
desperately seeking the village recipe for bootleg liquor. As the Wilson-Hoff family struggled to stay sane
(and warm), what they found was much deeper and bigger than themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of
Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters. Try to the actual book Running Away to
Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really
Matters as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Duncan Houghton:

This Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came
From, and What Really Matters are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who
We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to
Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Willie Adams:

Exactly why? Because this Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We
Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Scott Harrington:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than



other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of
Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication
you can get many advantages.
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