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Who was Theodore Roosevelt? Most of us think of him as one of America's greatest presidents, a champion
of progressive politics, and a master statesman. But many feared the political power that Roosevelt wielded.
Woodrow Wilson once called him "the most dangerous man of the age." Mark Twain thought him "clearly
insane." William James scorned the "flood of bellicose emotion" he let loose during his presidency. Even his
biographer, Edmund Morris, is astonished at Roosevelt's "irrational love of battle."

In this book, Sarah Watts probes this dark side of the Rough Rider, presenting a fascinating psychological
portrait of a man whose personal obsession with masculinity profoundly influenced the fate of a nation.
Drawing on his own writings and on media representations of him, Watts attributes the wide appeal of
Roosevelt's style of manhood to the way it addressed the hopes and anxieties of men of his time. Like many
of his contemporaries, Roosevelt struggled with what it meant to be a man in the modern era. He saw two
foes within himself: a fragile weakling and a primitive beast. The weakling he punished and toughened with
rigorous, manly pursuits such as hunting, horseback riding, and war. The beast he unleashed through brutal
criticism of homosexuals, immigrants, pacifists, and sissies—anyone who might tarnish the nation's veneer
of strength and vigor. With his unabashed paeans to violence and aggressive politics, Roosevelt ultimately
offered American men a chance to project their longings and fears onto the nation and its policies. In this
way he harnessed the primitive energy of men's desires to propel the march of American civilization—over
the bodies of anyone who might stand in its way.

Written with passion and precision, this powerful revisioning of an American icon will forever alter the way
we see Theodore Roosevelt and his political legacy.

"A superb scholarly study of how Roosevelt built his political base on the aspiration and fears of men in a
rapidly changing nation and world."—Charles K. Piehl, Library Journal

"A thought-provoking and innovative study of the dark side of Roosevelt's personality. . . . [Watt's]
arguments are clear, passionate, and thoroughly supported."—Elizabeth A. Bennion, Journal of
Interdisciplinary History
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore
Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important a new book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and
the Politics of Desire. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Annette Carroll:

The book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire to
be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book Rough Rider in
the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marvin Smith:

The book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Rough Rider in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of
Desire? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Rough Rider in the White
House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Amy Tharp:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Rough Rider



in the White House: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Desire book as basic and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.
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