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In 1868 a scion of one of the leading families of Richmond, Virginia, ambushed and killed the city’s most
controversial journalist over an article that had dishonored the killer’s family. In 1892 a Democratic
politician killed a crusading Danville minister after a dispute at the polls. In 1907 a former judge shot to
death the son of the Nelson County sheriff for an alleged rape, and in 1935 an Appalachian schoolteacher
stood accused of killing her father by beating him with a shoe. All of these killers stood trial; two were
convicted and two were acquitted. These cases attracted extensive press coverage, and journalists became not
only recorders of the stories but integral parts of them, constructing the meaning of the events as they
occurred and blurring the lines between reporter and reported.

Journalists from outside the state in their coverage of these cases provoked Virginians, and especially the
press, to explain the interaction of their social values and legal system. In Murder, Honor, and Law, Richard
F. Hamm explores the contrasts between how and to what effect national, particularly northern, newspapers
perceived and portrayed Virginia law and custom versus how local papers covered the same events. In each
of the cases Hamm shows the interplay of national media and culture with southern law, values, and culture
and highlights how newspapers accepted, produced, altered, and disseminated ideas of southern
exceptionalism, especially ideas about honor and chivalry. By focusing on the evolving press coverage of a
number of crimes and trials over seventy years, Hamm illuminates the shift in southerners’ defenses against
northern criticism from a position of pride in a society in which honor could trump law to claims that the
South was just as law-abiding as the rest of the nation. He thus illustrates some key aspects for
transformations of southern exceptionalism.
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From reader reviews:

James Ames:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Murder, Honor,
and Law: Four Virginia Homicides between Reconstruction and Great Depression (The American South
Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Pabon:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Murder, Honor, and Law: Four Virginia Homicides
between Reconstruction and Great Depression (The American South Series) as the daily resource
information.

Terry Smith:

Typically the book Murder, Honor, and Law: Four Virginia Homicides between Reconstruction and Great
Depression (The American South Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Murder, Honor, and Law: Four Virginia Homicides between Reconstruction and
Great Depression (The American South Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jerold Niemi:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Murder, Honor, and Law: Four Virginia
Homicides between Reconstruction and Great Depression (The American South Series) book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Murder, Honor, and Law: Four Virginia Homicides
between Reconstruction and Great Depression (The American South Series) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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