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Some theorists claim that democracy cannot work without trust. According to this argument, democracy fails
unless citizens trust that their governing institutions are serving their best interests. Similarly, some assert
that democracy works best when people trust one another and have confidence that politicians will look after
citizen interests. Questioning such claims, Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism, by Matthew Cleary and
Susan Stokes, suggests that skepticism, not trust, is the hallmark of political culture in well-functioning
democracies.

Drawing on extensive research in two developing democracies, Argentina and Mexico, Democracy and the
Culture of Skepticism shows that in regions of each country with healthy democracies, people do not trust
one another more than those living in regions where democracy functions less well, nor do they display more
personal trust in governments or politicians. Instead, the defining features of the healthiest democracies are
skepticism of government and a belief that politicians act in their constituents' best interest only when it is
personally advantageous for them to do so. In contrast to scholars who lament what they see as a breakdown
in civic life, Cleary and Stokes find that people residing in healthy democracies do not participate more in
civic organizations than others, but in fact, tend to retreat from civic life in favor of private pursuits. The
authors conclude that governments are most efficient and responsive when they know that institutions such
as the press or an independent judiciary will hold them accountable for their actions.

The question of how much citizens should trust politicians and governments has consumed political theorists
since America's founding. In Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism, Matthew Cleary and Susan Stokes
test the relationship between trust and the quality of governance, showing that it is not trust, but vigilance
and skepticism that provide the foundation for well-functioning democracies.

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust
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From reader reviews:

Marie Daugherty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in
Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)). Try to stumble through book
Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage
Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Laquita Horton:

Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage
Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The
Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Lee Erbe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in
Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Scott Harrington:

You can get this Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico
(Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication



are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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