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"We must religiously observe our engagements with China, but | fear that Hong Kong is a sorry possession
and Chusan is amagnificent island admirably placed for our purposes.” So wrote the home secretary Sir
James Graham to the prime minister Sir Robert Peel, as British diplomats prepared to return the island of
Chusan to Chinese rule during the winter of 1845. For years, this now little-known island off the coast of
Zhejiang province had been home to thousands of men, women and children of al classes and backgrounds,
of all races and religions, from across the British Empire and beyond. Before the Union Jack ever flew over
Hong Kong, it had been raised on Chusan. From awealth of primary archives, Liam D'Arcy-Brown pieces
together the forgotten story of how the British wrested Chusan from the Qing dynasty, only to hand it back
for the sake of Queen Victorias honour and Britain's national prestige. At atime when the Chinese
Communist Party isinspiring a new brand of patriotism by revisiting the shame inflicted during the Opium
Wars, hereis abook that puts Britain's incursions into nineteenth-century Chinain afascinating and
revealing new light.
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From reader reviews:
Dan Hanner:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Chusan: The Opium Wars, and the
Forgotten Story of Britain's First Chinese Island will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Mary Perez:

The particular book Chusan: The Opium Wars, and the Forgotten Story of Britain's First Chinese Island has a
lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jean Gaitan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Chusan: The Opium Wars, and the Forgotten Story of Britain's First Chinese Island
will give you new experience in examining a book.

Robin Lawrence:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Chusan: The Opium Wars,
and the Forgotten Story of Britain's First Chinese Island which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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