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The turn of the last century, amid the excesses of the Gilded Age, variety became a key notion for
Americans—a sign of national progress and development, reassurance that the modern nation would not fall
into monotonous dullness or disorderly chaos. Carrie Tirado Bramen pursues this idea through the works of a
wide range of regional and cosmopolitan writers, journalists, theologians, and politicians who rewrote the
narrative of American exceptionalism through a celebration of variety. Exploring cultural and institutional
spheres ranging from intra-urban walking tours in popular magazines to the 1893 World's Parliament of
Religions in Chicago, she shows how the rhetoric of variety became naturalized and nationalized as
quintessentially American and inherently democratic. By focusing on the uses of the term in the work of
William James, Anna Julia Cooper, W. E. B. Du Bois, Hamlin Garland, and Wong Chin Foo, among many
others, Bramen reveals how the perceived innocence and goodness of variety were used to construct
contradictory and mutually exclusive visions of modern Americanism.

Bramen's innovation is to look at the debates of a century ago that established diversity as the distinctive
feature of U.S. culture. In the late-nineteenth-century conception, which emphasized the openness of variety
while at the same time acknowledging its limits, she finds a useful corrective to the contemporary tendency
to celebrate the United States as a postmodern melange or a carnivalesque utopia of hybridity and difference.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Uses of Variety: Modern Americanism and the Quest for National Distinctiveness is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

James Matter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Uses of Variety: Modern Americanism and the Quest for National Distinctiveness, you
could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a reserve.

Janelle Coe:

The e-book untitled The Uses of Variety: Modern Americanism and the Quest for National Distinctiveness is
the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Uses of Variety: Modern
Americanism and the Quest for National Distinctiveness from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Edward Donnelly:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. The Uses of Variety: Modern Americanism and the Quest for National
Distinctiveness can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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