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Early Christians frequently used metaphors about slavery, calling themselves slaves of God and Christ and
referring to their leaders as slave representatives of Christ. Most biblical scholars have insisted that this
language would have been distasteful to potential converts in the Greco-Roman world, and they have
wondered why early Christians such as Paul used the image of slavery to portray salvation. In this book, the
author addresses the issue by examining the social history and rhetorical and theological conventions of the
times. The first half of the book draws on a variety of historical sources - inscriptions, novels, speeches,
dream-handbooks, and agricultural manuals - to portray the complexity of slavery in the early Roman
Empire. Concentrating on middle-level, managerial slaves, the author shows how slavery sometimes
functioned as a means of upward social mobility and as a form of status-by-association for those slaves who
were agents of members of the upper class. For this reason, he claims, "slavery to Christ" brought the
Christian convert a certain degree of symbolic status and lent the Christian leader a certain kind of derived
authority. The second half of the book traces the Graeco-Roman use of political rhetoric that spoke about
populist leaders as "enslaved" to their followers, especially to members of the lower class. This provides the
context for Paul's claim, in I Corinthians 9, that he has enslaved himself to "all" - that is, to those very people
he is supposed to lead as an apostle. The author thus interprets this statement to mean that Paul identifies
himself with the interests of persons with lower status in the Corinthian church, calling on those with higher
status to imitate his self-debasement in order to further the interests of those below them on the social scale.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

Often the book Slavery as Salvation: The Metaphor of Slavery in Pauline Christianity has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Mary Salas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Slavery as Salvation: The Metaphor of
Slavery in Pauline Christianity book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Slavery as
Salvation: The Metaphor of Slavery in Pauline Christianity as good book but not only by the cover but also
by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Linda Gordon:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Slavery as Salvation: The
Metaphor of Slavery in Pauline Christianity which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Jon Fuselier:

You can find this Slavery as Salvation: The Metaphor of Slavery in Pauline Christianity by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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