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Many scholars have written about eighteenth-century English novels, but no one really knows who read
them. This study provides historical data on the provincial reading publics for various forms of fiction--
novels, plays, chapbooks, children's books, and magazines. Archival records of Midland booksellers based in
five market towns and selling printed matter to over thirty-three hundred customers between 1744 and 1807
form the basis for new information about who actually bought and borrowed different kinds of fiction in
eighteenth-century provincial England.

This book thus offers the first solid demographic information about actual readership in eighteenth-century
provincial England, not only about the class, profession, age, and sex of readers but also about the market of
available fiction from which they made their choices--and some speculation about why they made the
choices they did. Contrary to received ideas, in the provinces were the principal customers for eighteenth-
century novels, including those written by women. Provincial customers preferred to buy rather than borrow
fiction, and women preferred plays and novels written by women--women's works would have done better
had women been the principal consumers. That is, demand for fiction (written by both men and women) was
about equal for the first five years, but afterward the demand for women's works declined. Both men and
women preferred novels with identifiable authors to anonymous ones, however, and both boys and men were
able to cross gender lines in their reading. Goody Two-Shoes was one of the more popular children's books
among Rugby schoolboys, and men read the Lady's Magazine. These and other findings will alter the way
scholars look at the fiction of the period, the questions asked, and the histories told of it.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Provincial Readers in
Eighteenth-Century England to read.

Charles Green:

Here thing why this kind of Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century
England in e-book can be your choice.

Carla Helton:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-
Century England is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Allison Morales:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century
England has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading in which.
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