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Play is one of the most powerful cultural forces in contemporary Japan and in other late modern societies. In
this notable contribution to our understanding of play, Michal Daliot-Bul explores the intricate and dynamic
transformations of culture and play (asobi) in Japan. Along the way, she takes readers on atheoretically
informed journey to better comprehend what makes play a significant cultural function, asking such
guestions as How can we explain the dial ectics between play as abiological instinct and play as a culturaly
specific activity? What defines the best player? How is creativity related to play? What is the difference
between play and playfulness? Are some cultures more play-oriented than others, and if so, why? Daliot-Bul
argues that the cultural meaning of play and its influence on sociocultural life are not inherent properties of a
fixed, universal behaviour called play but rather are conditioned by changing cultural contexts and
competing socia ideologies.Spanning Japan's pre-modern period to the twenty-first century, the extent and
expressions of play described in this book become thought-provoking lenses through which to view Japanese
social dynamics and cultural complexities. As she approaches the post-industrialized 1970s in Japan, Daliot-
Bul's narrative also explores urban consumer culture as a system for organising daily life, the tension
between institutional and contemporary popular cultures, the production of new gender identities, and the
cultural construction of urban space. License to Play is an insightful and engaging work that will appeal
widely to scholars and students specialising in cultural studies, cultural anthropology, and Japanese studies.
Given the global fascination with Japanese popular culture and with play-like pleasures in late consumer
cultures, the book will also find a readership among those interested in Japan in general and the universal
phenomenon of play.
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From reader reviews:
Micheal Clothier:

With other case, little persons like to read book License to Play. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a new book License to Play. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About smple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Andrew Nixon:

Precisely why? Because this License to Play is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ann Goddard:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this License to Play book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation License to Play as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by itsinclude, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jose Higham:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and License to Play as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Licenseto Play
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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