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Bach's 'Well-tempered Clavier' (the 48 Preludes and Fugues) stands at the core of baroque keyboard music
and has been a model and inspiration for performers and composers ever since it was written. This invaluable
guide to the 96 pieces explains Bach's various purposes in compiling the music, describes the rich traditions
on which he drew and provides commentaries for each prelude and fugue. In his text, David Ledbetter
addresses the focal points mentioned by Bach in his original 1722 title page. Drawing on Bach literature over
the past three hundred years, he explores German traditions of composition types and Bach's instruments and
innovations in keyboard technique in the general context of early eighteenth-century developments; reviews
instructive and theoretical literature relating to keyboard temperaments from 1680 to 1750; and discusses
Bach's pedagogical intent when composing 'Well-tempered Clavier'. Ledbetter's commentaries on individual
preludes and fugues equip readers with the concepts necessary to make their own assessment and include
information about the sources when details of notation, ornaments and fingerings have a bearing on
performance. David Ledbetter studied music at the universities of Dublin and Oxford, and specialised in the
harpsichord and early keyboard instruments at the Staatliche Hochschule fur Musik, Freiburg. He was Senior
Lecturer at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester. Among his publications are 'Harpsichord and
Lute Music in 17th-Century France' (1987) and 'Continuo Playing According to Handel' (1990).
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48
Preludes and Fugues to read.

Richard Simpson:

This Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48
Preludes and Fugues can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Patricia Morales:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and
Fugues it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Bruce Harrison:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Bach's Well-tempered
Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss



it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.
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