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This remarkable new book reveals the hitherto unknown story of the soldiers who took the first tanks into
action on the Somme battlefield in September 1916. Drawing on official records, contemporary newspaper
reports and family memories, Stephen Pope provides a fascinating insight into the lives of the First Tank
Crewmen, covering their recruitment, scant training, rapid deployment and their premature use in battle. He
then traces their inter-connected lives over the next two years as tanks played a key role in the defeat of the
Germany Army in 1918. He reveals the story of their return to civilian life and their often difficult struggle to
build a family life. Sadly many of the First Tank Crews died young, some due to injuries or illnesses
developed as a result of their wartime service.

Amongst the stories revealed are those of the grandson of the social reformer Joseph Rowntree, the
champion rose grower Bill Harkness, the Scottish chemist Stuart Hastie who introduced science into the
whisky distilling process and the Liverpool school teacher Graham Nixon who tried to teach John Lennon
mathematics. None of those who fought in the tanks achieved great fame for their actions and few revealed
their wartime secrets to their families. However, many became pillars of their local communities, giving a
life of service to those around them.

This book tells the previously untold stories of bravery, determination and dedication by a group of unsung
heroes. The author has used his contacts with more than fifty relatives of those who fought at the First Tank
Action and used their input to provide a detailed description of their lives after the war. He has also gathered
together many previously unpublished pictures including many of the tankmen in France, and has revealed
the backstory to several well known photographs. Above all, he has linked individual lives together to create
a fascinating story of ordinary men who took part in extraordinary events. The story of the First Tank Crews
is one well worth reading.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The First Tank Crews: The lives of the Tankmen who fought at the
Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The First Tank
Crews: The lives of the Tankmen who fought at the Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The First Tank Crews: The
lives of the Tankmen who fought at the Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Patricia French:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The First Tank Crews: The
lives of the Tankmen who fought at the Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916, you could enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Concepcion Bass:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The First Tank Crews: The
lives of the Tankmen who fought at the Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Murray:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The First Tank Crews: The lives of the Tankmen
who fought at the Battle of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 was colorful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book The First Tank Crews: The lives of the Tankmen who fought at the Battle
of Flers Courcelette 15 September 1916 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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