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In June 1943, the city of Los Angeles was wrenched apart by the worst rioting it had seen to that point in the
twentieth century. Incited by sensational newspaper stories and the growing public hysteria over allegations
of widespread Mexican American juvenile crime, scores of American servicemen, joined by civilians and
even police officers, roamed the streets of the city in search of young Mexican American men and boys
wearing a distinctive style of dress called a Zoot Suit. Once found, the Zoot Suiters were stripped of their
clothes, beaten, and left in the street. Over 600 Mexican American youths were arrested. The riots threw a
harsh light upon the deteriorating relationship between the Los Angeles Mexican American community and
the Los Angeles Police Department in the 1940s.

In this study, Edward J. Escobar examines the history of the relationship between the Los Angeles Police
Department and the Mexican American community from the turn of the century to the era of the Zoot Suit
Riots. Escobar shows the changes in the way police viewed Mexican Americans, increasingly characterizing
them as a criminal element, and the corresponding assumption on the part of Mexican Americans that the
police were a threat to their community. The broader implications of this relationship are, as Escobar
demonstrates, the significance of the role of the police in suppressing labor unrest, the growing connection
between ideas about race and criminality, changing public perceptions about Mexican Americans, and the
rise of Mexican American political activism.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

The book Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles
Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Race, Police,
and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-
1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police
Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Bunch:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity:
Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and
Culture) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jenna Springer:

Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police
Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Race, Police, and the
Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945
(Latinos in American Society and Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Phyllis Wilder:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Race, Police, and the Making of a Political



Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American
Society and Culture) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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