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Complex simplicity: The seminal book on Portugal's master architect
 
When Álvaro Siza, one of the great figures of contemporary architecture, won the prestigious Pritzker
Prize in 1992, the Jury described his forms as “molded by light, [with] a deceptive simplicity about them;
they are honest. They solve design problems directly…. That simplicity, upon closer examination however, is
revealed as great complexity. There is a subtle mastery underlying what appears to be natural creations.”

Born in Matosinhos, Portugal, in 1933, Siza created his own practice in Porto in 1954, and he has been a
Professor of Construction at the University of Porto since 1976. The architect can fill shelf afer shelf with his
awards and prizes to-date: He received the European Community’s Mies van der Rohe Prize in 1988 and
the Praemium Imperiale in Japan in 1997, the 2009 RIBA Gold Medal, and the Golden Lion for
Lifetime Achievement at the 2012 Venice Architecture Biennale.

He has built a large number of projects in Portugal, and worked on the restructuring of the Chiado area of
Lisbon following a devastating fire in 1988. Siza designed both the Portuguese Pavilion for the 1998 Lisbon
World’s Fair and the 2005 Serpentine Pavilion in London in collaboration with Eduardo Souto de Moura. He
completed the Serralves Foundation in Porto, 1998, and the Museum for the Iberê Camargo Foundation in
Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2008.

As for all previous TASCHEN architect’s monographs, this book was realized in close collaboration with
the architect and includes a full catalogue of his work to date.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013.

Richard Bentley:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Nancy Sena:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 as your daily resource
information.

Justin Perry:

This Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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