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Though inhabited for millennia, Kuwait began to emerge as an Arab shaikhdom relatively late. Entering the
historical record during the early 18th century as ajunction of caravan and searoutes, it quickly grew to be a
commercial rival to Basra at the head of the Gulf. Asits prosperity increased, it had to negotiate a precarious
autonomy amongst its larger neighbours - the Ottomans in Iraq, the Saudis and Rashidisin central Arabia,
and the British who, from 1820, set about establishing an effective maritime peace in the Gulf. By the end of
the 19th century, despite their complete lack of natural resources of any kind, even water, Kuwait's people
had managed to expl it their geopolitical position to turn their town into the busiest dhow port on the Gulf.
Its greatest ruler, Mubarak Al-Sabah (r. 1896-1915), deftly manipulated Turkey and the European powers to
achieve both British protection and, by 1914, sovereignty for histiny state. Without the sea, Kuwait'srise
would have been impossible. Its society was formed by the trade in Iragi dates, and by its dhow-building and
pearling industries, which attracted both Arabs and Persians to the town. Focusing chiefly on the first
decades of the 20th century, Y acoub Al-Hijji paintsavivid portrait of the merchants, captains, navigators,
dhow builders, sailors, pearl divers and fishermen of this remarkable shaikhdom. In explaining their
techniques, and analysing how they organized themselves according to the customary law and traditions of a
tribal, pre-bureaucratic era, he conveys a compelling picture of the bustle and hardships of away of life
which, during the 1940s and 1950s, was to be erased by prosperity from ail.
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From reader reviews:

TanyaMinor:

The book Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic History give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and Economic History to be your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and
Economic History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this book?

Avril Morris:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and
Economic History to read.

Philip Martin:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and
Economic History can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Robert Hansen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Kuwait and the Sea: A Brief Social and
Economic History was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Kuwait and
the Sear A Brief Social and Economic History has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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