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In Hitler's Face Claudia Schmölders reverses the normal protocol of biography: instead of using visual
representations as illustrations of a life, she takes visuality as her point of departure to track Adolf Hitler
from his first arrival in Munich as a nattily dressed young man to his end in a Berlin bunker—and beyond.

Perhaps never before had the image of a political leader been so carefully engineered and manipulated, so
broadly disseminated as was Hitler's in a new age of mechanical reproduction. There are no extant
photographs of him visiting a concentration camp, or standing next to a corpse, or even with a gun in his
hand. If contemporary caricatures spoke to the calamitous thoughts, projects, and actions of the man,
officially sanctioned photographs, paintings, sculptures, and film overwhelmingly projected him as an
impassioned orator or heroically isolated figure.

Schmölders demonstrates how the adulation of Hitler's face stands at the conjunction of one line stretching
back to the eighteenth-century belief that character could be read in the contours of the head and another
dating back to the late nineteenth-century quest to sanctify German greatness in a gallery of national heroes.
In Nazi ideology, nationalism was conjoined to a forceful belief in the determinative power of physiognomy
. The mad veneration of the idealized German face in all its various aspects, and the fanatical devotion to
Hitler's face in particular, was but one component of a project that also encouraged the ceaseless
contemplation of supposedly degenerate "Jewish" physical traits to advance its goals.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Hitler's Face: The Biography of an Image (Material
Texts). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Hitler's Face: The Biography of an Image (Material Texts). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Angela Kiefer:

The actual book Hitler's Face: The Biography of an Image (Material Texts) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Earl Parker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hitler's Face: The Biography of an Image
(Material Texts) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Hitler's Face: The Biography of an
Image (Material Texts) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Russell Pittman:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hitler's Face: The Biography of an Image (Material
Texts) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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