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In A Threat to Public Piety, Elizabeth DePalma Digeser reexamines the origins of the Great Persecution (AD
303-313), the last eruption of pagan violence against Christians before Constantine enforced the toleration of
Christianity within the Empire. Challenging the widely accepted view that the persecution enacted by
Emperor Diocletian was largely inevitable, she points out that in the forty years leading up to the Great
Persecution Christians lived largely in peace with their fellow Roman citizens. Why, Digeser asks, did
pagans and Christians, who had intermingled cordially and productively for decades, become so sharply
divided by the turn of the century?

Making use of evidence that has only recently been dated to this period, Digeser shows that a falling out
between Neo-Platonist philosophers, specifically lamblichus and Porphyry, lit the spark that fueled the Great
Persecution. In the aftermath of thisfalling out, a group of influential pagan priests and philosophers began
writing and speaking against Christians, urging them to forsake Jesus-worship and to rejoin traditional cults
while Porphyry used his access to Diocletian to advocate persecution of Christians on the grounds that they
were a source of impurity and impiety within the empire.

The first book to explore in depth the intellectual social milieu of the late third century, A Threat to Public
Piety revises our understanding of the period by revealing the extent to which Platonist philosophers
(Ammonius, Plotinus, Porphyry, and lamblichus) and Christian theologians (Origen, Eusebius) came from a
common educational tradition, often studying and teaching side by side in heterogeneous groups.
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From reader reviews:
Luis Garcia:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typicaly the A Threat to Public Piety: Christians,
Platonists, and the Great Persecution is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Landers:

The actual book A Threat to Public Piety: Christians, Platonists, and the Great Persecution has alot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Shelly Gomes:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be A Threat to Public Piety: Christians, Platonists, and the
Great Persecution why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Erin Kizer:

This A Threat to Public Piety: Christians, Platonists, and the Great Persecution is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Threat to Public
Piety: Christians, Platonists, and the Great Persecution can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get smply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide isthe answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. Y ou
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missthat! Just read this e-book type for
your better life and aso knowledge.
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