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Though his image is tarnished today by unrepentant anti-Semitism, Richard Wagner (1813–1883) was better
known in the nineteenth century for his provocative musical eroticism. In this illuminating study of the
composer and his works, Laurence Dreyfus shows how Wagner’s obsession with sexuality prefigured the
composition of operas such as Tannhäuser, Die Walküre, Tristan und Isolde, and Parsifal. Daring to
represent erotic stimulation, passionate ecstasy, and the torment of sexual desire, Wagner sparked intense
reactions from figures like Baudelaire, Clara Schumann, Nietzsche, and Nordau, whose verbal tributes and
censures disclose what was transmitted when music represented sex.

Wagner himself saw the cultivation of an erotic high style as central to his art, especially after devising an
anti-philosophical response to Schopenhauer’s “metaphysics of sexual love.” A reluctant eroticist, Wagner
masked his personal compulsion to cross-dress in pink satin and drench himself in rose perfumes while
simultaneously incorporating his silk fetish and love of floral scents into his librettos. His affection for
dominant females and surprising regard for homosexual love likewise enable some striking portraits in his
operas. In the end, Wagner’s achievement was to have fashioned an oeuvre which explored his sexual
yearnings as much as it conveyed?as never before?how music could act on erotic impulse.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Wagner and the Erotic
Impulse book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Dominique Rigney:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Wagner and the Erotic Impulse as the daily resource
information.

Walter Son:

The particular book Wagner and the Erotic Impulse has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this book.

Sylvia Grable:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Wagner and the Erotic Impulse this guide consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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