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When have you gone into an electronics store, picked up a desirable gadget, and found that it was labeled
"Made in Russia"? Probably never. Russia, despite its epic intellectual achievements in music, literature, art,
and pure science, is a negligible presence in world technology. Despite its current leaders' ambitions to create
a knowledge economy, Russia is economically dependent on gas and oil. In Lonely Ideas, Loren Graham
investigates Russia's long history of technological invention followed by failure to commercialize and
implement.

For three centuries, Graham shows, Russia has been adept at developing technical ideas but abysmal at
benefiting from them. From the seventeenth-century arms industry through twentieth-century Nobel-awarded
work in lasers, Russia has failed to sustain its technological inventiveness. Graham identifies a range of
conditions that nurture technological innovation: a society that values inventiveness and practicality; an
economic system that provides investment opportunities; a legal system that protects intellectual property; a
political system that encourages innovation and success. Graham finds Russia lacking on all counts. He
explains that Russia's failure to sustain technology, and its recurrent attempts to force modernization, reflect
its political and social evolution and even its resistance to democratic principles.

But Graham points to new connections between Western companies and Russian researchers, new research
institutions, a national focus on nanotechnology, and the establishment of Skolkovo, "a new technology
city." Today, he argues, Russia has the best chance in its history to break its pattern of technological failure.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

The book Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Lonely
Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Redd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press) why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Floyd Hatfield:

Beside this kind of Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press) in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

Jacob Gray:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Lonely Ideas: Can Russia Compete? (MIT Press)
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Lonely Ideas: Can
Russia Compete? (MIT Press) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading which.
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