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For two thousand years, democratic authors treated comedy as a toolkit of rhetorical practices for
encouraging problem-solving, pluralism, risk-taking, and other civic behaviors that increased minority
participation in government. Over the past two centuries, this pragmatic approach to extending the franchise
has gradually been displaced by more idealistic democratic philosophies that focus instead on promoting
liberal principles and human rights. But in the wake of the recent "democracy recession" in the Middle East,
the Third World, and the West itself, there has been renewed interest in finding practical sources of popular
rule. Comic Democracies joins in the search by exploring the value of the old comic tools for growing
democracy today.

Drawing on new empirical research from the political and cognitive sciences, Angus Fletcher deftly analyzes
the narrative elements of two dozen stage plays, novels, romances, histories, and operas written by such
authors as Aristophanes, Menander, Plautus, Ariosto, Machiavelli, Cervantes, Shakespeare, Ben Jonson,
William Congreve, John Gay, Henry Fielding, and Washington Irving. He unearths five comic techniques
that were used to foster democratic behaviors in antiquity and the Renaissance, then traces the role of these
techniques in Tom Paine’s Common Sense, Thomas Jefferson’s preamble to the Declaration of
Independence, George Washington’s farewell address, Mercy Otis Warren’s federalist history of the
Revolution, Frederick Douglass’s abolitionist orations, and other key documents that played a pivotal role in
the development of the early American Republic.

After recovering these lost chapters of our democratic past, Comic Democracies concludes with a draft for
the future, using the old methods of comedy to envision a modern democracy rooted in the diversity,
ingenuity, and power of popular art.
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From reader reviews:

Odessa Currie:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Comic Democracies:
From Ancient Athens to the American Republic to read.

Antonio Haynie:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Comic Democracies: From Ancient
Athens to the American Republic is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jennifer Walker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Comic Democracies: From Ancient
Athens to the American Republic book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Comic
Democracies: From Ancient Athens to the American Republic as good book not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Sanders:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Comic Democracies: From Ancient Athens to the
American Republic can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Comic Democracies: From Ancient Athens to the American Republic.
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