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American presidents enter office ready to enact a policy-making agenda that will satisfy partisan interests
and facilitate reelection to a second term. Economic circumstances, however, may catch presidents in a
vicious cycle of economic growth and inflation versus recession and unemployment. Faced with a public that
assigns to the chief executive responsibility for the nation's economic health, presidents are often forced by
the dynamics of this cycle to make tradeoffs between pursuit of political objectives and stabilization of the
economy. Vicious Cycle: Presidential Decision Making in the American Political Economy examines the
strategic calculus that drives presidential acceptance of these decision-making tradeoffs. It provides a
theoretical framework for explaining how presidents pursue partisan and electoral objectives in office, while
simultaneously managing the nation's economy within the constraints of a complex institutional
environment. With an approach that bridges several literatures in presidential studies and political economy,
Constantine J. Spiliotes develops an econometric model of postwar presidential decision making in the
American political economy and employs its insights to explicate the empirical dynamics of economic
decision making in four presidencies. The extensively documented studies—Presidents Eisenhower,
Johnson, Carter, and Reagan—offer variation across several analytic dimensions: temporal, partisan,
electoral, and institutional. Spiliotes concludes that presidential acceptance of decision-making tradeoffs
between the pursuit of political objectives and the imperatives of institutional responsibility is driven by a
transformation in the nature of the American presidency, from an office in which decision making is
anchored in partisan accountability to one in which decision making is constrained by the chief executive's
institutional mission. Spiliotes's work will contribute to a fuller understanding of the presidency, political
economy, and the methodologies that elucidate them.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

Often the book VICIOUS CYCLE: Presidential Decision Making in the American Political Economy
(Presidency and Leadership Studies, 9) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very appropriate to you. The book VICIOUS CYCLE: Presidential Decision Making in the American
Political Economy (Presidency and Leadership Studies, 9) is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Deanna Nance:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book VICIOUS CYCLE: Presidential Decision Making in the American Political
Economy (Presidency and Leadership Studies, 9) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Emily Sandlin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this VICIOUS CYCLE: Presidential
Decision Making in the American Political Economy (Presidency and Leadership Studies, 9) book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still skepticism VICIOUS CYCLE: Presidential Decision Making in the American
Political Economy (Presidency and Leadership Studies, 9) as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Patricia Sax:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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