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The United States has one of the largest and costliest flood control systems in the world, even though only a
small proportion of its land lies in floodplains. Rivers by Design traces the emergence of the mammoth U.S.
flood management system, which is overseen by the federal government but implemented in conjunction
with state governments and local contractors and levee districts. Karen M. O’Neill analyzes the social origins
of the flood control program, showing how the system initially developed as a response to the demands of
farmers and the business elite in outlying territories. The configuration of the current system continues to
reflect decisions made in the nineteenth century and early twentieth. It favors economic development at the
expense of environmental concerns.

O’Neill focuses on the creation of flood control programs along the lower Mississippi River and the
Sacramento River, the first two rivers to receive federal flood control aid. She describes how, in the early to
mid-nineteenth century, planters, shippers, and merchants from both regions campaigned for federal
assistance with flood control efforts. She explains how the federal government was slowly and reluctantly
drawn into water management to the extent that, over time, nearly every river in the United States was
reengineered. Her narrative culminates in the passage of the national Flood Control Act of 1936, which
empowered the Army Corps of Engineers to build projects for all navigable rivers in conjunction with local
authorities, effectively ending nationwide, comprehensive planning for the protection of water resources.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Rivers by Design:
State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control. All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Melissa Alfonso:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Rivers by Design: State
Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control.

Wanda Sousa:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Rivers by Design: State Power
and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Colton Fierros:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Rivers by Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S.
Flood Control was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Rivers by
Design: State Power and the Origins of U.S. Flood Control has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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