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Within traditional Judaism, religious piety and intensity, representing the earnest and passionate desire to
serve God, is often expressed in both the strictest observance of halakhah, Jewish law, and in practices above
and beyond the demands of the law. The second such behavior is termed "super-erogatory,” meaning "going
beyond what is commanded or required.” While it is discussed often in the Talmud, there is little attention
given in the secondary literature to the rabbis' critique of self-imposed religious stringency. Piety and
Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of Religious Stringency opens a discussion of the Talmudic rabbis views.
Piety and Fanaticism focuses its discussion on self-imposed stringency, which goes beyond the
recommendations of a specific halakhic ruling, and evaluates the rabbis decisions as to when super-
erogation by an individual was generally permitted and when it was criticized. Also addressed is to what
extent the rabbis' considered kavvana, or why an individual chose to take on a specific stringency, in their
criticism of such behavior. Weinstein considers the political and economic differences in Palestine and
Babylon to explain differences in the rabbinic opinions of the Palestinian and Babylonian Talmuds. The
historical development of Talmudic passages has been analyzed to discover the various layers of text and
place them in proper historical context. The author also examines the relationship between Judaism and other
religions of the Talmudic periodspecifically early Christianity, which venerated practices that were regarded
as super-erogatory by Judaism.
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From reader reviews:
William Bellard:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of
Religious Stringency ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism
of Religious Stringency is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
with all the book Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of Religious Stringency. Y ou never really feel
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Robert Reynolds:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. Y ou can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended to you is Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of Religious Stringency this reserve
consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ross Adams:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people fedl that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of Religious
Stringency or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Piety and Fanaticism: Rabbinic Criticism of Religious Stringency to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

TaraHuber:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. In this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
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