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Through an absorbing investigation into recent, high-profile scandals involving one of the largest kosher
slaughterhouses in the world, located unexpectedly in Postville, Iowa, Aaron S. Gross makes a powerful case
for elevating the category of the animal in the study of religion. Major theorists have almost without
exception approached religion as a phenomenon that radically marks humans off from other animals, but
Gross rejects this paradigm, instead matching religion more closely with the life sciences to better theorize
human nature.

Gross begins with a detailed account of the scandals at Agriprocessors and their significance for the
American and international Jewish community. He argues that without a proper theorization of "animals and
religion," we cannot fully understand religiously and ethically motivated diets and how and why the events at
Agriprocessors took place. Subsequent chapters recognize the significance of animals to the study of religion
in the work of Ernst Cassirer, Emile Durkheim, Mircea Eliade, Jonathan Z. Smith, and Jacques Derrida and
the value of indigenous peoples' understanding of animals to the study of religion in our daily lives. Gross
concludes by extending the Agribusiness scandal to the activities at slaughterhouses of all kinds, calling
attention to the religiosity informing the regulation of "secular" slaughterhouses and its implications for our
relationship with and self-imagination through animals.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical
Implications book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer regarding The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes,
Practical Implications content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Mitchell Boone:

This book untitled The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from
your list.

Erin Harmon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Liliana Stevens:

Why? Because this The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.



This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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