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"Should appeal to the many feminist critics who have summarily dismissed courtly literature or studied it
only in terms of idealization. . . . Sigal's truly comparative methodology will garner the attention of critics
outside the narrow domain of Occitan/Provençal studies. . . . Long overdue."--William E. Burgwinkle,
University of Hawaii
The alba, or dawn-song, takes its name from the hour at which it is sung. Appearing in southern France
around the middle of the 12th century, the genre presents the parting plaints of adulterous lovers. Such
erotically charged songs blend the lyricism, dramatic power, and poignancy implicit in the lovers' plight. The
alba is the only genre in an emerging vernacular lyric corpus whose focus is reciprocal romantic love.
 Like dawn itself, the alba has two faces. As the sunrise brings an end to the secret lovers' night of passion,
one face joyfully looks back to stolen hours of forbidden love, while the other mourns love's bittersweet
passing.
 Gale Sigal reexamines the role of the female voice as it is commonly viewed in the history of Western lyric.
Among lyric ladies, the alba lady plays a vital role: she dramatizes the female love experience in her own
voice. The traditional image of the silenced and repressed lady of the canso (the "canonical lyric genre") is
overturned by the alba lady's forceful presence and eloquent voice. That voice cries out for a hearing, while
the canso lady's is still.
 The alba is one poetic form in which the ambivalence toward, and mistreatment of, women that appears so
blatant in other medieval literary genres vanishes. This perspective helps us to reassess the significance not
merely of the alba but of the lady's place in the entire lyric enterprise.
 Erotic Dawn-Songs redirects our attention to this lyric lady, who for the first time assumes her rightful place
at the critical center of a lyric continuum in which an array of women are presented from varying points of
view. In the process this book crosses a number of disciplinary borders including comparative literature,
social and literary history, women's studies, and medieval studies.
Gale Sigal is associate professor of English at Wake Forest University. She is the coeditor of Voices in
Translation: The Authority of 'Olde Bookes' in Medieval Literature, Essays in Honor of Helaine Newstead
and the author of articles in The Romanic Review, Medieval Perspectives, Tenso, and other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing
the Lyric Lady. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's read.

Jorge Wilson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric
Lady had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric
Lady is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady. You never experience lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Wanda Crane:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Erotic Dawn-Songs
of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Truman Gallagher:

The particular book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages: Voicing the Lyric Lady will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Erotic Dawn-Songs of the Middle Ages:
Voicing the Lyric Lady is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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