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A frightening account of the first Category 5 storm to strike the U.S.
 
“A gripping account. . . . Winds were so strong that they tore babies from the arms of their parents. Over four
hundred people lost their lives, including over two hundred veterans of World War I. It was a tragedy that
did not have to happen.”--John Wallace Viele, author of The Florida Keys: A History of the Pioneers
 
“Makes for fascinating reading about a period of time when science, politics, and nature converged, resulting
in disaster.”--Rodney E. Dillon Jr., Vice President, Past Perfect Florida History, Inc.
 
In the midst of the Great Depression, a furious storm struck the Florida Keys with devastating force. With
winds estimated at over 225 miles per hour, it was the first recorded Category 5 hurricane to make landfall in
the United States.
 
Striking at a time before storms were named, the catastrophic tropical cyclone became known as the 1935
Labor Day Hurricane, and its aftermath was felt all the way to Washington, D.C.
In the hardest hit area of the Florida Keys, three out of every five residents were killed, while hundreds of
World War I veterans sent there by the federal government perished.
 
By sifting through overlooked official records and interviewing survivors and the relatives of victims,
Thomas Knowles pieces together this dramatic story, moment by horrifying moment. He explains what daily
life was like on the Keys, why the veteran work force was there (and relatively unprotected), the state of
weather forecasting at the time, the activities of the media covering the disaster, and the actions of
government agencies in the face of severe criticism over their response to the disaster.
 
The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935 remains one of the most intense to strike America’s shores. Category 5 is
a sobering reminder that even with modern meteorological tools and emergency management systems, a
similar storm could cause even more death and destruction today.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Category 5: The 1935 Labor Day Hurricane. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Category 5: The 1935 Labor Day Hurricane. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Susan Velez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Category 5: The 1935
Labor Day Hurricane is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jerry Sonnier:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Category 5: The 1935 Labor Day Hurricane why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Faye Berg:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Category 5: The 1935 Labor Day Hurricane.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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