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"Bold, deeply learned, and important, offering a provocative thesis that is worked out through legal and
archival materials and in subtle and original readings of literary texts. Absolutely new in content and
significantly innovative in methodology and argument, Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind offers a cultural
geography of medieval blindness that invites us to be more discriminating about how we think of
geographies of disability today."
---Christopher Baswell, Columbia University

"A challenging, interesting, and timely book that is also very well written . . . Wheatley has researched and
brought together a leitmotiv that I never would have guessed was so pervasive, so intriguing, so worthy of a
book."
---Jody Enders, University of California, Santa Barbara

Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind presents the first comprehensive exploration of a disability in the Middle
Ages, drawing on the literature, history, art history, and religious discourse of England and France. It relates
current theories of disability to the cultural and institutional constructions of blindness in the eleventh
through fifteenth centuries, examining the surprising differences in the treatment of blind people and the
responses to blindness in these two countries. The book shows that pernicious attitudes about blindness were
partially offset by innovations and ameliorations---social; literary; and, to an extent, medical---that began to
foster a fuller understanding and acceptance of blindness.

A number of practices and institutions in France, both positive and negative---blinding as punishment, the
foundation of hospices for the blind, and some medical treatment---resulted in not only attitudes that
commodified human sight but also inhumane satire against the blind in French literature, both secular and
religious. Anglo-Saxon and later medieval England differed markedly in all three of these areas, and the less
prominent position of blind people in society resulted in noticeably fewer cruel representations in literature.

This book will interest students of literature, history, art history, and religion because it will provide clear
contexts for considering any medieval artifact relating to blindness---a literary text, a historical document, a
theological treatise, or a work of art. For some readers, the book will serve as an introduction to the field of
disability studies, an area of increasing interest both within and outside of the academy.

Edward Wheatley is Surtz Professor of Medieval Literature at Loyola University, Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Albrecht:

This Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses
Of Disability) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Stumbling Blocks Before the
Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities:
Discourses Of Disability) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Stumbling Blocks Before the
Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jose Holmes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind:
Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Andrew Jefferson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Stumbling Blocks
Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) suitable
to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Stumbling
Blocks Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability)is
the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world within this book.

Mary Adam:

The guide untitled Stumbling Blocks Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability
(Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the



quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Stumbling Blocks
Before the Blind: Medieval Constructions of a Disability (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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