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In Conceiving Freedom, Camillia Cowling shows how gender shaped urban routes to freedom for the
enslaved during the process of gradual emancipation in Cuba and Brazil, which occurred only after the rest
of Latin America had abolished slavery and even after the American Civil War. Focusing on late nineteenth-
century Havana and Rio de Janeiro, Cowling argues that enslaved women played a dominant role in carving
out freedom for themselves and their children through the courts.
Cowling examines how women, typically illiterate but with access to scribes, instigated myriad successful
petitions for emancipation, often using "free-womb" laws that declared that the children of enslaved women
were legally free. She reveals how enslaved women's struggles connected to abolitionist movements in each
city and the broader Atlantic World, mobilizing new notions about enslaved and free womanhood. She
shows how women conceived freedom and then taught the "free-womb" generation to understand and shape
the meaning of that freedom. Even after emancipation, freed women would continue to use these claims-
making tools as they struggled to establish new spaces for themselves and their families in post emancipation
society.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition of
Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro. Try to make the book Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color,
Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Betty Blake:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Conceiving Freedom: Women of
Color, Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro book as starter and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Charles Shin:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color,
Gender, and the Abolition of Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro book as this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michael Fischer:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Conceiving Freedom: Women of Color, Gender, and the Abolition of
Slavery in Havana and Rio de Janeiro can make you really feel more interested to read.
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