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Winner of the 2007 Otto Kinkeldey Award from the American Musicological Society and the 2007 Deems
Taylor Award from the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers.

 

Divas and Scholars is a dazzling and beguiling account of how opera comes to the stage, filled with Philip
Gossett’s personal experiences of triumphant—and even failed—performances and suffused with his
towering and tonic passion for music. Writing as a fan, a musician, and a scholar, Gossett, the
world's leading authority on the performance of Italian opera, brings colorfully to life the problems, and
occasionally the scandals, that attend the production of some of our most favorite operas. 

Gossett begins by tracing the social history of nineteenth-century Italian theaters in order to explain the
nature of the musical scores from which performers have long worked. He then illuminates the often hidden
but crucial negotiations opera scholars and opera conductors and performers: What does it mean to talk about
performing from a critical edition? How does one determine what music to perform when multiple versions
of an opera exist? What are the implications of omitting passages from an opera in a performance? In
addition to vexing questions such as these, Gossett also tackles issues of ornamentation and transposition in
vocal style, the matters of translation and adaptation, and even aspects of stage direction and set design. 

Throughout this extensive and passionate work, Gossett enlivens his history with reports from his own
experiences with major opera companies at venues ranging from the Metropolitan and Santa Fe operas to the
Rossini Opera Festival at Pesaro. The result is a book that will enthrall both aficionados of Italian opera and
newcomers seeking a reliable introduction to it—in all its incomparable grandeur and timeless allure.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera
as the daily resource information.

Marlene Wiedman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian Opera giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Curtis Graham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Divas and Scholars: Performing Italian
Opera reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Divas and Scholars: Performing
Italian Opera as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can
break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Nancy Williams:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Divas and Scholars: Performing
Italian Opera is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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