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This historical novel, Encounter (Mannam), by Hahn Moo-Sook, one of Asia's most honored writers, is a
story of the resilience in the Korean spirit. It is told through the experiences of Tasan, a high-ranking official
and foremost Neo-Confucian scholar at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Because of Tasan's
fascination with Western learning, then synonymous with Catholicism, he is exiled to a remote province for
18 years. In banishment he meets people from various social and religious backgrounds—Buddhist monks,
peasants, shamans—whom he would not otherwise have met. The events of Tasan's life are effectively used
to depict the confluence of Buddhist, Neo-Confucian, Taoist, and shamanistic beliefs in traditional Korea.

A subplot involves three young sisters, the daughters of a prominent Catholic aristocrat, and affords the
reader vivid glimpses into Yi-dynasty women's lives, particularly those of palace ladies, scholars' wives,
tavern keepers, shamans, and slaves. In contrast to the long-held Confucian stereotype of female
subservience, this story illustrates the richness of women's contribution to Korean culture and tradition.

Encounter's detailed narrative provides a broad and informed view of nineteenth-century Korea, making it a
highly useful book for courses on Korean literature and society. It will also be an engaging read for lovers of
historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carter:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lorenzo Brown:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-
Century Korea (Voices from Asia) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jonas Jones:

Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Encounter: A Novel of
Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Harold Phillips:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia) provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.
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