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Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, Understanding Syntax, Third Edition, explains and illustrates
the major terms and concepts essential to the study of sentence structure in the world’s languages. Word
classes such as ‘noun’, ‘verb’ and ‘preposition’ are introduced, and the properties of syntactic categories are
discussed. Clause structure is explained and illustrated, helping the reader to distinguish between finite and
non-finite clauses, root and subordinate clauses, with definitions of all technical terms. Constituent structure
is introduced, including simple tree diagrams. Relationships within the clause, including case and agreement,
are examined cross-linguistically. Grammatical constructions and processes that change grammatical
relations are introduced and exemplified, with extensive illustration from English and many other languages.

Uses examples from a wide variety of languages to broaden the reader’s syntactic skills●

Includes exercises to consolidate learning●

New case studies engage the reader with cross-linguistic syntax●

New further reading sections and references●

This new edition has been updated and revised to meet the needs of today’s students. Difficult points are
given fuller explanation, references have been updated, and important skills are taught, such as how to read
examples from languages other than English.

MAGGIE TALLERMAN is Professor of Linguistics, Newcastle University.

Series editors: BERNARD COMRIE, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, and
GREVILLE CORBETT, University of Surrey.

The Understanding Language series provides approachable, yet authoritative, introductions to major topics in
linguistics. Ideal for students with little or no prior knowledge of linguistics, each book carefully explains the
basics, emphasising understanding of the essential notions rather than arguing for a particular theoretical
position.

Other books in the Understanding Language series include:

Understanding Language Testing (978 0 340 98343 0)
Understanding Morphology, Second Edition (978 0 340 95001 2)
Understanding Phonology, Third Edition (978 1 444 1204 7)
Understanding Pragmatics (978 0 340 64623 6)
Understanding Semantics (978 0 340 73198 7)
Understanding Phonetics (978 0 340 92827 1)
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Peter Schmidt:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
book. The book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Carroll Torres:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Mary Fleeman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language).
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