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First published in 1935, The Stars Look Down tells the story of a North Country mining community as its
inhabitants make their way through the various social and political challenges of the early 20th century.
Digging into workers’ rights, social change, and the relationship between labor and capitalism, the struggles
of the novel’s trifecta of protagonists—politically minded miner David Fenwick, ambitious drifter Joe
Gowlan, and frustrated yet meek mining-baron’s son Arthur Barras—remain compelling and relevant to
readers in the 21st century.

The Stars Look Down is one of many tales of the hardships of coal-mining communities during the industrial
pre-war, World War I, and interwar periods in Britain, but stands out for its unflinching prose, universal
themes, and keen storytelling. The novel was adapted into a 1940 film starring Michael Redgrave as Davey
Fenwick, is a New York Times Critics’ Pick, and is included in The New York Times Guide to the Best 1,000
Movies Ever Made.

About the Author

Archibald Joseph (A.J.) Cronin was a Scottish author and physician born in 1896. He is known for such
popular works as The Citadel, The Stars Look Down, and The Keys of the Kingdom. The Citadel inspired
social change in the United Kingdom by helping to promote conversations about ethics in medicine and
paved the way for the eventual formation of the National Health Service. His novels and novellas have been
widely adapted for radio, film, and television, including the Oscar-nominated 1938 film The Citadel starring
Robert Donat, Rosalind Russell, Ralph Richardson, and Rex Harrison, and the long-running BBC radio
drama Country Doctor.

Called “uncannily like Dickens” by The New York Times, Cronin received his medical degree from Glasgow
University in 1925 and was appointed Medical Inspector of Mines for Great Britain in 1925. During this
tenure, Cronin inspected mining outfits across South Wales, an experience that would heavily influence his
writing career. Although Cronin went on to practice medicine in both Glasgow and London, his first novel,
written in 1931 and titled Hatter’s Castle, became a bestseller in England, after which he devoted his time
entirely to writing. He continued to enjoy widespread success as a novelist into the 1940s and 1950s, with
many of his novels becoming bestsellers. By the late ’50s, Cronin’s total sales in the U.S. had passed seven
million, and his works had been widely translated across the globe. Cronin is still considered one of the
English-speaking world’s most successful and appreciated authors. Cronin continued to write into his
eighties, and passed away at the age of 84 in Montreux, Switzerland in 1981.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Stars Look Down. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Stars
Look Down. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Chris Gibbons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Stars Look Down reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question The Stars Look Down as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Luther Ritenour:

This The Stars Look Down is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Stars Look Down in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Laurence Terry:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Stars Look Down was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Stars Look Down has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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