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This volume critically evaluates more than a century of empirical research on the effectiveness of small,
task-performing groups, and offers a fresh look at the costs and benefits of collaborative work arrangements.
The central question taken up by this book is whether -- and under what conditions -- interaction among
group members leads to better performance than would otherwise be achieved simply by combining the
separate efforts of an equal number of people who work independently. This question is considered with
respect to a range of tasks (idea-generation, problem solving, judgment, and decision-making) and from
several different process perspectives (learning and memory, motivation, and member diversity).

As a framework for assessing the empirical literature, the book introduces the concept of 'synergy.' Synergy
refers to an objective gain in performance that is attributable to group interaction. Further, it distinguishes
between weak and strong synergy, which are performance gains of different magnitude. The book highlights
the currently available empirical evidence for both weak and strong synergy, identifies the conditions that
seem necessary to produce each, and suggests where the search for synergy might best be directed in the
future.

The book is at once a high-level introduction to the field, a review of the field's history, and a scholarly
critique of the current state-of-the-art. As such, it is essential reading for graduate students, advanced
undergraduate students, and researchers interested in group dynamics generally -- and small group
performance in particular.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance.

Ora Barbour:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra In
Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance.

Sara Pacheco:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
In Search of Synergy in Small Group Performance when you necessary it?
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