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Voices from the Asylum is a fascinating investigation of the lives of four women incarcerated in French
psychiatric hospitals in the second half of the nineteenth century. The renowned sculptor (and mistress of
Rodin) Camille Claudel, the musician Hersilie Rouy, the feminist activist Marie Esquiron, and the self-
proclaimed mystic and eccentric Pauline Lair Lamotte, all left first-hand accounts of their experiences. These
rare and unsettling documents provide the foundation for a unique insight into the experience of psychiatric
breakdown and treatment from the patient's viewpoint.

By linking the question of gender to the process of medical diagnosis made by contemporary clinicians such
as Sigmund Freud, this book argues that psychiatric medicine functioned as an integral part of an essentially
misogynistic and oppressive society. Wilson suggests that "delusional" utterances can be read as meaningful
when read as metaphorical expressions of real suffering, and as strategies to ensure the survival of a self
under threat. These narratives therefore constituted an act of resistance on the part of the women who wrote
them, and they prefigure the feminist revisionist histories of psychiatry that appeared later in the twentieth
century.

Straddling the disciplines of literature and social history, and based on extensive archival research, this book
makes an important contribution to the feminist project of writing women back into literary history. It brings
to light a remarkable but hitherto unrecognised literary tradition in the prehistory of psychoanalysis: the
psychiatric memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-1920
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs).

Joel Jones:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do this. It
said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this particular Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-
1920 (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) to read.

Tara Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women
Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) as your daily resource
information.

Robert Garcia:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) when you required it?
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