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Traffic in Towns, also known as the Buchanan Report, is regarded as one of the most influential planning
documents of the twentieth century. The report reflected mounting concern about the impact on Britain’s
towns and cities of rapid growth in the ownership and use of motor vehicles. Its purpose was to evaluate
policy options for reducing the threat of traffic congestion to urban circulation and quality of life.

Two main conclusions were drawn from the report: firstly, the need for large-scale reconstruction to make
Britain’s cities fit for the ‘motor age’, including split-level megastructures and urban motorways; and
secondly, the simultaneous need to preserve parts of the city, especially residential areas as car-free zones or
‘environmental areas’.

 In Britain, successive governments drew back from implementing the full recommendations of the Study
Group, despite initial cross-party support. The prohibitive cost of city-centre redevelopment and motorway
construction meant a ‘comprehensive’ solution to the problem of urban traffic on Buchanan lines was never
attempted. However, local authorities in a variety of British cities, such as Glasgow, Leicester and Leeds
took up aspects of the Report. Internationally, too, the Report had a major impact in countries such as
Sweden, Italy and Australia.

In the longer term, the influence of the Report may be best judged by the incremental changes it set in train
such as pedestrianization of city centres, traffic calming, and other measures linked to Buchanan’s concept of
‘environmental areas’. In focusing attention on the effects of mass motorization on the urban environment
Traffic in Towns set the terms of debate for a generation, pre-figuring recent discussion about the car and
urban sustainability.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

This Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in
International Planning History) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Traffic in Towns: A
Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History)
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies
in International Planning History) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Traffic in Towns:
A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History)
having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jeff Wheeler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Traffic in
Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning
History) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Lee Henry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Traffic in Towns: A Study of the
Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) guide written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still skepticism Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in
Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) as good book not simply by the cover but also with
the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Ronald Ruggles:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information



simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in
Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) this book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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