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The night journey (isra') and ascension to heaven (mi'raj) is a singularly auspicious event in the biography of
the Prophet Muhammad, and is one of the most popular religious narratives in Islam. Among other things, it
is seen to confirm the Prophet as the final prophet, to explain how the five daily prayers were introduced to
the Muslim community as a religious duty, and to give an early explanation of the concepts of heaven and
hell. The night journey and ascension are, moreover, the greatest of miracles ascribed to Muhammad. Here,
Ron Buckley explores how the Islamic understanding of the night journey and ascension has evolved
and the implications of the ways in which it has evolved. He therefore addresses issues such as why
Muslims believe or disbelieve in the isra' and the mi'raj and in what terms they conceive of the
journey: is it to be taken literally? Was it a vision, a dream or a mystical experience? Or is it some
kind of figurative representation? The conclusions in The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam touch
on fundamental issues within Islam, including attitudes to the miraculous, the nature of Muhammad's
prophethood, the authenticity of prophetic tradition (hadith) and the age-old debate between faith and
rationality.In addition to examining Shi'i traditions pertaining to the journey, this book also deals with
Western non-Muslim assessments of the isra' and mi'raj from the medieval period up to the present
day. It is this analysis which constitutes an integral part of Western polemical material regarding
Muhammad and Islam and forms a record of conflict and rapprochement between Christian Europe
and the Islamic Middle East. It thus holds vital analysis for those involved in the research of early
Islam, the history of religion in the Middle East and Islam's early and developing relationship with
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The
Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History). Try
to the actual book The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in
Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History) as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything
by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Anthony Wood:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam:
The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
book The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and
Western Culture (Library of Middle East History). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Rebecca West:

The publication untitled The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in
Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History) is the publication that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious
Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you



consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Night Journey and Ascension in
Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East
History) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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