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"A well-written, well-researched, and engaging introduction to contemporary Syria."—Library Journal
(starred review)

"American travel writing at its most generous and intrepid."—Adam Kirsch

"A nuanced appreciation of the sights, sounds, and historical densities that make Syria one of the most
rewarding countries on Earth. Like the great cities of Damascus and Aleppo, The Other Side of the Mirror is
a thing of layered beauty and a source of endless surprise and stimulation."—Ben Downing

"Engaging…I can vouch for the accuracy of her descriptions."—Malise Ruthven, New York Review of Books

"Brooke Allen's The Other Side of the Mirror is a hugely welcome piece of travel literature…Anyone with a
curiosity about this fascinating nation will be well served."—Tom Bissell

Brooke Allen first traveled to Syria in 2009, expecting it to be much as American news media routinely
depicted it—an ultra-conservative Muslim society, a rogue nation committed to an anti-American stance. She
found, instead, a welcoming and captivating country where she and her family were treated with courtesy
and gentleness.

She soon returned for a more leisurely trip through Syria's rich historical and archaeological treasures: the
ancient cities of Aleppo and Damascus, the great Crusader castles, the Bronze Age ruins of Ebla and Mari,
the Greco-Roman cities of Palmyra and Apamea. With her keen and appreciative eye (and ear) Allen
introduces us to Syria's people, culture, and history.

Published in spring of 2011 at the beginning of the Syrian Civil War, the book has taken on a new resonance.

Brooke Allen's critical writings appear frequently in the New York Times Book Review, the Atlantic, and the
Nation. Her Twentieth-Century Attitudes was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year. Her most recent
book is Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria.
Try to stumble through book The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Kurtis Henry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Other Side of the Mirror:
An American Travels Through Syria book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Jennifer Rogers:

The knowledge that you get from The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria will be
the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Other Side of the Mirror: An
American Travels Through Syria giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this specific The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels
Through Syria instantly.

Sheila Dickerson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is The Other Side of the Mirror: An American Travels Through Syria this guide consist a lot of



the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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