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Peter Hall and Colin Ward wrote Sociable Cities to celebrate the centenary of publication of Ebenezer
Howard’s To-morrow: A Peaceful Path to Real Reform in 1998 – an event they then marked by co-editing
(with Dennis Hardy) the magnificent annotated facsimile edition of Howard’s original, long lost and very
scarce, in 2003. In this revised edition of Sociable Cities, sadly now without Colin Ward, Peter Hall writes:
‘the sixteen years separating the two editions of this book seem almost like geological time. Revisiting the
1998 edition is like going back deep into ancient history’. The glad confident morning following Tony
Blair’s election has been followed by political disillusionment, the fiscal crash, widespread austerity and a
marked anti-planning stance on the part of the Coalition government.

But – closely following the argument of Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe discovered the Lost Art of
Urbanism (Routledge 2013), to which this book is designed as a companion – Hall argues that the central
message is now even stronger: we need more planning, not less. And this planning needs to be driven by
broad, high-level strategic visions – national, regional – of the kind of country we want to see.

Above all, Hall shows in the concluding chapters, Britain’s escalating housing crisis can be resolved only by
a massive programme of planned decentralization from London, at least equal in scale to the great
Abercrombie plan seventy years ago. He sets out a picture of great new city clusters at the periphery of South
East England, sustainably self-sufficient in their daily patterns of living and working, but linked to the capital
by new high-speed rail services.

This is a book that every planner, and every serious student of policy-making, will want to read. Published at
a time when the political parties are preparing their policy manifestos, it is designed to make a major
contribution to a major national debate.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century Reinvention of the
Garden City (Planning, History and Environment Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rose Rowe:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Sociable Cities: The 21st-
Century Reinvention of the Garden City (Planning, History and Environment Series) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century Reinvention of the Garden City (Planning, History and
Environment Series) become your own starter.

Michele Anderson:

This Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century Reinvention of the Garden City (Planning, History and Environment
Series) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great
plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century Reinvention of the Garden City (Planning,
History and Environment Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
which?

Ronnie Johnson:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century
Reinvention of the Garden City (Planning, History and Environment Series) can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this



completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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