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It's a critical cliché that Cervantes' Don Quixote is the first modern novel, but this distinction raises two
fundamental questions. First, how does one define a novel? And second, what is the relationship between this
genre and understandings of modernity? In Forms of Modernity, Rachel Schmidt examines how seminal
theorists and philosophers have wrestled with the status of Cervantes' masterpiece as an 'exemplary novel', in
turn contributing to the emergence of key concepts within genre theory.

Schmidt's discussion covers the views of well-known thinkers such as Friedrich Schlegel, José Ortega y
Gasset, and Mikhail Bakhtin, but also the pivotal contributions of philosophers such as Hermann Cohen and
Miguel de Unamuno. These theorists' examinations of Cervantes's fictional knight errant character point to
an ever-shifting boundary between the real and the virtual. Drawing from both intellectual and literary
history, Forms of Modernity richly explores the development of the categories and theories that we use today
to analyze and understand novels.
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From reader reviews:

Verla Foster:

Typically the book Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and Modern Theories of the Novel (University of
Toronto Romance Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and Modern Theories of the Novel
(University of Toronto Romance Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Denice Cooke:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and
Modern Theories of the Novel (University of Toronto Romance Series) can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Adam Cuyler:

This Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and Modern Theories of the Novel (University of Toronto Romance
Series) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using
great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and
Modern Theories of the Novel (University of Toronto Romance Series) in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that will?

Marcos Hawkins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for



the Forms of Modernity: Don Quixote and Modern Theories of the Novel (University of Toronto Romance
Series) when you needed it?
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