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More than a century before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in major league baseball, black athletes
were dominating America's first national sport. The sport was horse racing, and the greatest jockeys of all
were slaves and the sons of slaves. Cheered by thousands of Americans in the North and South, they rode to
victory in all of the major stakes, including the very first Kentucky Derby. Although their glory days ranged
from the early 1700s to the turn of the 20th century, the memory of these great black jockeys was erased
from history. Who were these athletes and why have their names vanished without a trace?

"This may be the most fascinating untold sports story in American history. We are lucky that it is so well
told now by Mr. Hotaling in his wonderfully written book." — Charles Osgood, anchor, CBS News Sunday
Morning

The Great Black Jockeys is the first book about the lives and times of the forgotten men whose
extraordinary skills were a wonder to behold, men with names like "Honest Ike" Murphy, Abe Hawkins,
Willie Simms, Austin Curtis, Jimmy Winkfield, and dozens more. This is also a story of a young country
where whole towns turned out in cleared fields to cheer and place wagers on magnificent horses and the men
who rode them, and where the greatest athletes in the land were the property of others. For fleeting moments
on the racecourse black riders in colorful silks tasted the glory and freedom that slavery had denied them.

In The Great Black Jockeys, the exploits and courage of America's earliest and best athletes are finally
remembered.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

The actual book The Great Black Jockeys will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Great Black Jockeys is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jeremy Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Great Black Jockeys can be excellent book to read. May be it
is usually best activity to you.

John Beaulieu:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book The Great Black Jockeys we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this time book The Great Black Jockeys. You can more pleasing than
now.

Thomas Palmer:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Great Black Jockeys to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book The
Great Black Jockeys can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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