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Praisefor Aracelis Girmay:

"[Girmay's] every loss—she calls them estrangements—is a yearning for connection across time and place;
her every fragment is a bulwark against ruin." —O, The Oprah Magazine

"In Aracelis Girmay we have a poet who collects, polishes, and shares stories with such brilliant invention,
tenderness, and intellectual liveliness that it is understandable that we think of her as the blessed curator of
our collective histories. Thereisin her art the vulnerability of one who livesinside of the stories that she
gathersin this remarkable collection. Her poems set off alarms even as they transform the world she inhabits,
showing us, in the process, exactly what she asks of Romare Bearden’s art: “...how not to // assign all
blackness near the sea/ a captivity.” Thisis one of the many sweet contradictionsin the black maria, which
‘isablack flag / wounding the pastoral.’ | am deeply thankful that we have a poet of her unique and singular
talent writing today." —Kwame Dawes

Taking its name from the moon's dark plains, misidentified as seas by early astronomers, the black maria
investigates African diasporic histories, the consequences of racism within American culture, and the
question of human identity. Central to this project is adesire to recognize the lives of Eritrean refugees who
have been made invisible by years of immigration crisis, refugee status, exile, and resulting statel essness.
The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry, Girmay's newest collection elegizes and celebrates life,
while wrestling with the humanistic notion of seeing beyond: seeing violence, seeing grace, and seeing each
other better.

"to the sea"

great storage house, history

on which we rode, we touched
the brief pulse of your fluttering
pages, spelled with salt & life,
your rage, your indifference
your gentleness washing our feet,
all of you going on

whether or not we live,

to you we bring our carnations
yellow & pink, how they float
like bright sentences atop

your memory's dark hair

Aracelis Girmay is the author of three poetry collections, the black maria; Kingdom Animalia, which won
the Isabella Gardner Award and was afinalist for the NBCC Award; and Teeth. The recipient of a 2015
Whiting Award, she has received grants and fellowships from the Jerome, Cave Canem, and Watson
foundations, as well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She currently teaches at Hampshire College's School
for Interdisciplinary Arts and in Drew University's low residency MFA program. Originally from Santa Ana,
Cdlifornia, she splits her time between New Y ork and Amherst, Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:
Jose Shepard:

The book The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
gparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. Y ou may know everything
if you like wide open and read a book The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series). Kinds of book
arealot of. It meansthat, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Elisa Dumont:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series).

Betty Dunham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Black Maria (American Poets
Continuum Series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series) become your
Starter.

Debbie Gray:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum
Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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