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In Just One Restless Rider, Carlos Schwantes invites readers to climb aboard for a ride they’ll never forget.
This sweeping memoir reflects a lifetime’s love of observing and riding trains. Growing up in Indiana,
Schwantes was enthralled by trains speeding through his town and especially dreamt of one day riding the
Pennsylvania Railroad’s all-Pullman flagship, Spirit of St. Louis. Now the “dean of travel historians,”
Schwantes recalls his many trips along the legendary rails of America and traces the evolution of American
passenger trains from the 1950s to the present. The recollections are illustrated with a host of the author’s
own photos that capture old steam engines, ultramodern European terminals, and even the staff of a luxury
train in action.
            In 1993, Schwantes was invited to travel as a lecturer aboard the cruise train American Orient
Express, a dream come true that enabled him to log personal reflections and take photos over the course of
twelve years; he subsequently rode tens of thousands of miles on more than thirty separate train cruises. His
narrative includes reflections on life aboard American and European trains and embraces not only trains
themselves but also the view from the car windows as he ponders the meaning of passing skylines. His
photographic eye eschews stereotypical shots of locomotives and cars, instead seeking images of trains,
stations, and passengers that more fully depict the human journey.
            From boyhood memories of the Pennsy—“the mightiest thing I knew”—to adult travels, Schwantes
takes in the rich history and lore of rail travel. He muses over the legend of ghostly brakeman Joe Baldwin
on the Wilmington and Manchester, decapitated in an accident and said to walk the nighttime tracks
swinging his lantern in search of his missing head. He discovers the confusing variety in timetables issued by
the numerous British lines following the privatization of British Rail and the adventure of sharing a coach
with cigarette smugglers in Eastern Europe. And he hears the recollections of old railroad men like Bill
Dixon, retired president of the famed Rock Island Line (“a mighty good road”).
            By the time Schwantes actually rode on the Spirit of St. Louis in 1970, it had been downsized to a
single coach and left him a rider even more restless than those celebrated by Arlo Guthrie in the song “City
of New Orleans.”
Just One Restless Rider is an enjoyable trip for those with the “disappearing railroad blues” or anyone who
has ever been captivated by the rhythm of the rails.
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Just One Restless Rider:
Reflections on Trains and Travel will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal
book with you?

Thersa Moss:

Here thing why that Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Just One
Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel in e-book can be your alternate.

Richard Bentley:

The knowledge that you get from Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Just One Restless
Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel instantly.

Loretta Claybrooks:

This Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Just One Restless Rider: Reflections on Trains and Travel in your hand like



obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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