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Celebrating the celebration of the Old West
 
In the 1880s, there wasn't much in Anson, Texas, in the way of entertainment for the area’s cowhands. But
Star Hotel operator M. G. Rhodes changed that when he hosted a Grand Ball the weekend before Christmas.
A restless traveling salesman, rancher, and poet from New York named William Lawrence Chittenden, a
guest at the Star Hotel, was so impressed with the soiree that he penned his observances in the poem “The
Cowboys’ Christmas Ball.”
      Reenacted annually since 1934 based on Chittenden’s poem, the contemporary dances attract people
from coast to coast, from Canada, and from across Europe and elsewhere. Since 1993 Grammy Award-
winning musical artist Michael Martin Murphey has played at the popular event. 
      Far more than a history of the Jones County dance, Paul Carlson analyzes the long poem, defining the
many people and events mentioned and explaining the Jones County landscape Chittenden lays out in his
celebrated work. The book covers the evolution of cowboy poetry and places Chittenden and his poem
chronologically within the ever-changing western genre.
       Dancin’ in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball is a novel but refreshing look at a
cowboy poet, his poem, and a joyous Christmas-time family event that traces its roots back nearly 130 years.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys'
Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) can be great book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Adrian Rogers:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the
American Southwest) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Adam Sea:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys'
Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys'
Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest).

Lisa Gregory:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the



American Southwest) when you needed it?
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