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When Irving Berlin first conceived the song "White Christmas," he envisioned it as a "throwaway" -- a
satirical novelty number for a vaudeville-style stage revue. By the time Bing Crosby introduced the tune in
the winter of 1942, it had evolved into something far grander: the stately yuletide ballad that would become
the world's all-time top-selling and most widely recorded song.
In this vividly written narrative, Jody Rosen provides both the fascinating story behind the making of
America's favorite Christmas carol and a cultural history of the nation that embraced it. Berlin, the Russian-
Jewish immigrant who became his adopted country's greatest pop troubadour, had written his magnum opus
-- what one commentator has called a "holiday Moby-Dick" -- a timeless song that resonates with some of the
deepest themes in American culture: yearning for a mythic New England past, belief in the magic of the
"merry and bright" Christmas season, longing for the havens of home and hearth. Today, the song endures
not just as an icon of the national Christmas celebration but as the artistic and commercial peak of the golden
age of popular song, a symbol of the values and strivings of the World War II generation, and of the saga of
Jewish-American assimilation. With insight and wit, Rosen probes the song's musical roots, uncovering its
surprising connections to the tradition of blackface minstrelsy and exploring its unique place in popular
culture through six decades of recordings by everyone from Bing Crosby to Elvis Presley to *NSYNC. White
Christmas chronicles the song's legacy from jaunty ragtime-era Tin Pan Alley to the elegant world of
midcentury Broadway and Hollywood, from the hardscrabble streets where Irving Berlin was reared to the
battlefields of World War II where American GIs made "White Christmas" their wartime anthem, and from
the Victorian American past that the song evokes to the twenty-first-century present where Berlin's
masterpiece lives on as a kind of secular hymn.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Often the book White Christmas: The Story of an American Song will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very ideal to you. The book White Christmas: The Story of an American Song is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Dawn Williams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is White Christmas: The Story of an American Song this e-book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Pat Clark:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of White Christmas: The Story of an American Song
can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have White Christmas: The Story of an American Song.

Martina Lassiter:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book White Christmas: The Story of an American Song we can have more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book White Christmas: The Story
of an American Song. You can more pleasing than now.
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