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In this second book in the series of Memoirs of a Thoughtful Traveler the reader is asked to consider these
questions:  What does it mean to bring progress--schools, electricity, roads, running water--to paradise? Will
introducing the benefits of modern progressive cultures really improve life within a community that has
survived contentedly for centuries? Does it matter whether the desire to "do good" is a motivation of the ones
helping to bring progress?

In October 2008, climbing expedition leader and attorney, Jeff Rasley, led a trek to a village named Basa on
a Himalayan mountainside in the remote Solu region of Nepal. His group of three adventurers was only the
third group of "white people" ever seen in this village of subsistence farmers. What they found was a people
thoroughly unaffected by Western consumer-culture values. They had no running water, electricity, or
anything that moves on wheels. Each family lived in a beautiful, hand-chiseled stone house with a flower
garden. Beyond what they already had, it seemed all the villagers wanted was education for the children.
Rasley and his friends helped finish a school building already in progress. But then, the villagers asked for
help to bring electricity to Basa.

Bringing Progress to Paradise describes Rasley's transformation from adventurer to committed
philanthropist. "We are attracted to the simpler way of life in these communities, and we are changed by our
experience of it. They are attracted to us, because we bring material benefits." Bringing Progress to Paradise
offers Rasley's critical reflection on the tangled relationships among tourists, "do-gooder" missionaries, and
native people in "exotic" locales. He provides a surprising analysis of the effect of Western values on some
of the most remote locations on earth.

Other books by Jeff Rasley -
   If you are interested in learning the rest of the story of Basa Village, read Light in the Mountains -
Namaste, Rakshi, and Electricity in a Himalayan Village and its prequel  India - Nepal Himalayas In the
Moment (an honest Three Cups of Tea).
  Want to get out of the snow and mountains and onto sandy beaches and swaying palms, check out the
lyrical Islands in my Dreams
   For a change of pace curl up with False Prophet. It's a romantic mystery and inspirational tale based on a
legal case Rasley handled in his 30-year Indianapolis law practice.
   If you enjoy sports action, history, humor, romance, or the sex/drugs/rock 'n roll cultural revolution of the
60s, check out MONSTERS OF THE MIDWAY:  Love and Redemption in College Football.  
   Pilgrimage:  Sturgis to Wounded Knee and Back Home, a Memoir -  It begins with a motorcycle road
trip to the Bacchanalia of Sturgis Bike Week, then takes a detour to the massacre at Wounded Knee,
and crosses the ocean to a remote village in the Himalayas. But, reconciliation is found back home in
Indiana.
   GODLESS - Living a Valuable Life beyond Beliefs makes the case that beliefs divide us, but values
unite us. So we should fight religious and political violence with positive values.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got from Giving to a Mountain Village in Nepal can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got from Giving to a Mountain Village in
Nepal yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial thinking.

Gina Hill:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be go through. Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got from
Giving to a Mountain Village in Nepal can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those
short extra time problems.

Walter Crouse:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got
from Giving to a Mountain Village in Nepal can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got from Giving to a Mountain Village in Nepal.

Aaron Tolleson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Bringing Progress to Paradise: What I Got from Giving to a Mountain Village in Nepal. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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